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Our COPE Activists Screen Local Candidates 

    Across the State ς State Legislative and 

   Congressional Screenings Plus Statewide 

          MPO Conference Coming Soon 

ά²ŜΩǊŜ soon going to be fighting layoff and furlough threats in nearly 

every one of our units around tƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣέ ǎŀid VP for political 

ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ¢ƘŜƻ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΦ  άLǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 

elect worker-friendly candidates as our bosses.  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ where the 

power is and how we gain leveraƎŜΦέ 

άOur one-day, member political activist conference is set for West 

Palm Beach on Saturday, July 24th.  Transportation is being provided 

from every corner of the state and all meals will be included.  Check 

our website (www.seiufpsu.org) for details and to learn how to  

register.  Members from our four sister locals in Florida will attend 

and I really hope our Ct{¦ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦέ 

 

 

        

www.seiufpsu.org 

 
Pictured above with Pinellas County, district 3 school board member 

tŜƎƎȅ hΩ{ƘŜŀ are (l to r) Pat Putman (Florida Healthcare Union), Lee 

5ŀǾƛǎΣ WƛƳ 9ǾŀƴǎΣ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ hΩ{ƘŜŀΣ ¢ŀƭƳŀŘƎŜ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎΣ ¢ƻƳ YƛƴŜƳΣ 

Sonya Roundtree, Victor Williams, Katherine Harriel and Tia Blunt 

 

!ƭƭ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘΩǎ CǊŜŘŘȅ .ǳǊƎƻǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ hǊŀƴƎŜ 

County Commission candidates.  Fellow screening members listening (l to r) are 

Miguel Gonzalez, Lucy Burgos, Ernst Hilaire, Liza Jacobs, Tracy Pevehouse and 

Ct{¦Ωǎ ±t ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ Theo Webster 

 

Sandpiper Shores Elementary custodian Prospere Toussaint sits front and 

center as Palm Beach County School Board candidates respond to 

member questions 

See your SEIU worksite leader 

to become a COPE activist! 

http://www.seiufpsu.org/


 

Jacksonville Head Start ς COPE activists Barbara Ursry and 

Lynette Gibbs represented every FPSU Head Start member on 

their May 11th trip to Washington, DC.  Along with fellow SEIU, 

Head Start members from across the country, they formed a 

purple army to lobby members of Congress around our core 

issues.  ά¢ƘŜ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ Ǉrogram has been of tremendous 

ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜŘ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Old Stanton School teacher .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ¦ǊǎǊȅΦ  άLǘΩǎ 

common knowledge though that nationally, Head Start is 

underfunded by billions and has been for the past ten years. 

Poor children were invisible during the last administrationΦέ 

       ά{ƘƻǊǘŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƛǎ ŀ 

national disgrace AND makes no economic senseΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ Old 

Stanton family developmental liaison Lynette Gibbs.  ά{ǘǳŘȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

                                                 study have shown that every dollar invested in Head Start pays for itself several times over in reduced 

                                                 social costs associated with our students in later life.  Barbara and I were so proud to walk the halls of 

                                                 Congress with fellow SEIU, COPE activists from every corner of the country.  We told our senators and 

                                                 representatives that disadvantaged children deserve full funding for Head Start.  And, using our SEIU fact 

                                                 sheet, we justified full funding!έ  Click the άHead Start Fact Sheetέ link in the center section of our local 

                                                 ǳƴƛƻƴΩǎ homepage ς www.seiufpsu.org to see the document. 

                                                        άIƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŀŘvantaged children and the program we love without our SEIU 

                                                 voice?έ ŀŘŘŜŘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΦ  άIf we ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǳƴƛƻƴ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘΣ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ quietly sitting at 

                                                 home HOPING for full funding rather than traveling to Washington and DEMANDING it.  Gaining a voice at 

                                                 work and the power to help shape political decisions are the very reasons workers organize ourselves into 

                                                 ǳƴƛƻƴǎΗέ 

 
FPSU Member Political Activists Barbara Ursry and Lynette Gibbs proudly 

stand with our brand new International President, Mary Kay Henry 

 

 

 
Lake County Schools chapter chair Gary Opdyke (far left) and Jeff Stephens lead screening of school board candidates 

 
School board member and 

long-time worker supporter 

Kyleen Fischer 

Lake County Schools ς Member political activists gathered to screen school board candidates on 

May 25th.  Members asked questions to determine which district 1, 3 and 5 candidates would be most 

likely to support our working family issues.  At meetingΩǎ ŜƴŘ, members decided to recommend 

endorsements of Jim Miller in district 1 and perennial friend Kyleen Fischer in district 5. 

       "Our Lake County unit has been politically active since we organized ourselves in 1995," said FPSU's 

VP for Operations John McGibbon.  "As public sector workers, we're able to help elect worker-

friendly bosses.  Our great challenge is to make sure that Lake County members understand the 

importance of our being politically active and to involve far more of us in the effort." 

       άLΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ electrician Jeff StevensΦ  άLƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ tough financial 

ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōƻŀǊŘΦέ 

http://www.seiufpsu.org/

